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Port Houston Posts New Record Volume 

Sixth month of double-digit container growth 
Appeals to importers to pull containers, all users to increase utilization of Saturday gates 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbours Cut Container Terminal 
 
HOUSTON – Port Houston recorded its biggest July ever for containers. Total volume in July was 328,498 
TEUs, which is 10% more than the same month last year and the fourth-biggest month ever at Port 
Houston for container volume. Container throughput has reached 2,225,563 TEUs year-to-date, a 17% 
increase over last year.  
 
Port Houston is experiencing rapid growth on all fronts. In July of this year loaded import containers 
were up 17% compared to the same month last year, at 159,881 TEUs. Loaded exports for the month 
were at 102,644 TEUs, a 36% increase over the same time period last year, with resins, chemicals and 
other exports “Made in Texas” and throughout North America. 
 
The trends seen locally largely mirror those reported nationwide. According to PIERS data, containerized 
imports from Asia grew by 6% in the first half of 2022 compared to the same time last year. The National 
Retail Federation reports retail sales are still expected to grow compared to 2021, though growth will 
start to recede as we continue in the second half of the year.  



 
“Port Houston continues to build capacity and adjust to the changing market by providing more yard 
space, more equipment, and more hours of service to our customers,” said Roger Guenther, Executive 
Director at Port Houston. “Port Houston is meeting with customers, communicating updates and 
working with our partners in the ILA to maintain cargo fluidity despite the extraordinary volume.” 
Guenther added, “Our most pressing concern is the urgent need for importers to quickly evacuate their 
containers to open up space, and for exporters and importers alike to increase their use of our Saturday 
gates, which are now open from 0800 – 1700 every Saturday.” 
 
Total tonnage at Port Houston’s facilities is up 24% for the year through July. General cargo in July was 
up 26% at 3,493,524 tons. Steel imports continue to be strong and were up 48% in July and 92% year-to-
date, a positive sign of the energy sector. Auto imports remain sluggish, down 17% for the year so far. 
 
 

 
About Port Houston   
For more than 100 years, Port Houston has owned and operated the public wharves and terminals along the Houston 
Ship Channel, including the area’s largest breakbulk facility and two of the most efficient container terminals in the 
country. Port Houston is the advocate and a strategic leader for the Channel. The Houston Ship Channel complex 
and its more than 200 public and private terminals, collectively known as the Port of Houston, is the nation’s largest 
port for waterborne tonnage and an essential economic engine for the Houston region, the state of Texas and the 
U.S. The Port of Houston supports the creation of nearly 1.35 million jobs in Texas and 3.2 million jobs nationwide, 
and economic activity totaling $339 billion in Texas – 20.6 percent of Texas’ total gross domestic product (GDP) – 
and $801.9 billion in economic impact across the nation. For more information, visit the website at PortHouston.com.  

CONTACT: Christine Abbruscato, Director, Marketing, Branding, and External Communications, Office, 713-670-
2860; E-mail: cabbruscato@porthouston.com  

Lisa Ashley, Director, Public Relations, Office: 713-670-2644; Mobile: 832-247-8179; E-mail: 
lashley@porthouston.com   
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